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MISSION STATEMENT
“We are committed to providing the highest quality leisure opportunities; to offer programs for
relaxation as well as stimulation; and to encourage personal and community enrichment for all citizens.”
‐

Republic Parks & Recreation

METHODOLOGY
SCOPE
This Master Plan will provide the foundation for systematic planning and development of the city’s park
system over the next twenty years. The time span shall encompass both short‐term and long‐term
goals. The plan will address such topics as land acquisition and development, improvements to existing
parks, improvements and expansion of existing facilities and the need for future facilities. The scope of
the area to be planned and developed will include current Republic city limits and the newly
incorporated Brookline area. In addition, the Master Plan will also include the Urban Service Boundary
and the Urban Reserve.

Therefore, the goals set forth by this Parks Master Plan shall be:
1. Provide the City of Republic with a visionary document that will guide the development of parks
and recreation facilities and programs in the future by:
a. Identifying and evaluating the existing parks, recreation facilities, programs, and
funding
b. Compare state and national standards to available amenities
c. Demonstrate both short‐term and long‐term plans for the parks, recreation facilities,
and programs
2. Make provisions in the Master Plan for the systematic planning and development of the
Brookline area and the Urban Service Boundary.
3. Establish a foundation of community parks throughout the Urban Service Boundary that will
serve all portions of the area equally.
4. Identify opportunities for neighborhood and pocket parks within established areas.
5. Identify areas for future land acquisition.
6. Develop circulation routes and connectivity between parks, schools, and neighborhoods.
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES
Communities are demanding more parks that are conveniently located and bring recreation within reach
of more people. The Parks and Recreation Master Plan must be a practical tool that addresses the
community’s future recreational needs. In order to establish future needs, the Plan must first describe
comprehensively the current amenities as they correlate with current needs and the standards
according to the Missouri Parks & Recreation Association and the National Recreation and Park
Association. This Plan must be descriptive enough to assist the Republic Parks and Recreation
Department through multiple levels of planning while remaining flexible enough to meet the changing
needs of the community from year to year.
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INPUT
The citizens of Republic participated in a series of six surveys from 2003 to 2008 that requested
information regarding a variety of subjects pertaining to the quality of life found in the city of Republic.
The survey results indicate that the majority of citizens consistently express that more recreational
opportunities and developing more parks is important to increasing their quality of life. The survey also
indicates that a lack of entertainment and recreational opportunities is the aspect residents like least
about living in the city of Republic.
Another point regarding the survey involves the primary reason that citizens chose to live in the city of
Republic. The number one reason is the “small‐town” atmosphere. The parks and recreation master
plan will be a critical component in establishing guidelines and goals for achieving and keeping the
positive aspects of the small‐town environment. These aspects include, but are not limited to, safe
parks, pedestrian‐friendly neighborhoods, nearby outdoor activities, and city image.
Additional input was provided through several interviews and reviews with Jared Keeling, the Director of
Parks and Recreation, and the park staff regarding existing parks, facilities, and programs. Multiple city
tours and onsite surveys were performed with Jared in order to identify user patterns, existing services
and features, and immediate, intermediate and long range needs. These onsite surveys and tours were
utilized in documentation of formulating strategies for the master plan.

Chapter: Methodology

See Appendix “A” for the complete survey results.
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COMMUNITY PROFILE
HISTORY OF REPUBLIC
http://www.republicmo.com/
http://www.republicchamber.com

According to the City of Republic website, Republic, Missouri began its existence as a typical crossroads
station during the period from 1850 to 1860. Many citizens of Republic today are direct descendants of
the early pioneers that settled in this area. Republic was located in the center of the township and in
the midst, at that time, of a rich, thickly populated prairie and an excellent local trade. Aside from
farming, few industries were found in and around the little crossroads settlement at its earliest time.
After the war, the Frisco Railroad was built through this section (about 1869 and 1870.) After the
building of the railroad, Republic began to grow very rapidly and became a well‐known shipping and
traveling point.
Brookline and Republic absorbed the country trade because of their trade and marketing facilities. Trade
was carried on mostly by barter, or exchange, there being little money and little need for it. However,
work in and around Republic increased and business began to grow. Gradually these early industries and
places of business changed ownership or were replaced by new industries. For years a lime kiln was
operated just south of town and employed quite a number of men. During the years 1904 and 1905, iron
ore was mined and shipped from Republic.
Located ten minutes outside of Springfield, the City of Republic provides a quaint small‐town
atmosphere a short drive from urban amenities. In 2005, the city consolidated the former Village of
Brookline into its city limits, absorbing nearly four square miles of land primed for commercial and
industrial development. The area is easily accessible to residents, yet its location is a major hub of
transportation with both rail and interstate highways converging on $11 million of newly placed city
infrastructure.
Today, the City of Republic is a fourth class city under Missouri law with a Mayor‐Board of Alderman
form of government. The Board consists of a part‐time Mayor and Aldermen representing each of the
five individual wards. A full‐time City Administrator oversees the day‐to‐day operation of Republic.
DEMOGRAPHICS

Population in July 2007: 13,021
Change in population since 2000: +42.6%
Males: 6,103 (46.9%)
Females: 6,918 (53.1%)
Median resident age: 33.3 years
Missouri median age: 36.1 years
Elevation: 1309 feet
Land area: 9.6 square miles.
Population density: 2,327 people per square miles of the 5.6 square miles of previous city limits.

Chapter: Community Profile

http://www.city‐data.com/city/Republic‐Missouri.html
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For population 25 years and over in Republic:
High school or higher: 82.2%
Bachelor's degree or higher: 15.2%
Graduate or professional degree: 4.5%
Mean travel time to work: 25.1 minutes
For population 15 years and over in Republic:
Never married: 17.8%
Now married: 61.0%
Separated: 1.4%
Widowed: 7.5%
Divorced: 12.2%
28 residents are foreign born:
This city: 0.3% Missouri: 2.7%
Median real estate property taxes paid for housing units in 2000:
Republic: 0.8% ($653)
Missouri: 1.0% ($851)
Population Centers:
Springfield, MO (13.7 miles, pop. 151,580).
Kansas City, MO (154.3 miles, pop. 441,545).
Dallas, TX (375.8 miles, pop. 1,188,580).
Nearest cities:
Clever, MO (6.4 miles ), Billings, MO (6.9 miles ), Battlefield, MO (7.1 miles ), Halltown, MO (11.9
miles) , Willard, MO (12.4 miles ), Nixa, MO (13.0 miles ), Hurley, MO (13.2 miles) .
HOUSING
http://www.republicmo.com/
http://www.city‐data.com/city/Republic‐Missouri.html

http://www.republicchamber.com

Estimated median house or condo value in 2007:
Republic: $119,406 ($81,200 in 2000)
Missouri: $138,600
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In summer 2008, the City of Republic contained over 4,300 single‐family homes to house many of its
residents, a figure that is expected to double over the next 10 years. According to the 2000 Census,
Republic has one of the nation's highest Homeownership rates at 75.9 percent. This rate of owner‐
occupied homes to renter‐occupied places the city at nearly 18 percent higher than the national average
and over 5 percent higher than the State of Missouri.
In 2007, the city issued over 160 residential building permits to construct approx. 300 total housing
units. The total valuation of residential building in 2007 exceeded $28 million.
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SCHOOLS
http://www.republicmo.com/
http://www.republic.k12.mo.us/
http://www.republicchamber.com

The first school in Republic was a one room structure located on West Elm Street. This building was
replaced by a two story brick one, which remained in use until the present elementary school was built
in 1954. The bonds were voted on for the first time in 1892, and since that time many new and modern
buildings have been erected to help Republic train it's youth. In 1920, the first high school was built. In
1937, a gymnasium was added to the high school.
In 2007, the R‐III school district produced a graduation rate 7 percent higher than the state average at
92.7 percent and had a student‐teacher ratio of 15 to 1. Four out of every five Republic High School
graduates went on to further studies at a college or university.
The Republic R‐III School District provided educational programs and services to over 3,370 students in
four elementary schools, one middle school, and one high school for the 2004‐2005 school year.
Brookline and portions of Battlefield also send their children to the Republic schools.
The Republic R‐III offers a variety of extra‐curricular, co‐curricular, and club activities. The Republic High
School was awarded A+ status, which has allowed additional curriculum opportunities for students.
Additional programs include the following: Parents as First Teachers, Gifted and Talented, Special
Education, Vocational, DARE, Alternative Intervention Teams, CARE and CAT Teams, At‐Risk Programs,
Homebound Instruction, FOCUS, and Title I services including preschool.
Public elementary/middle schools in Republic:
Republic Kindergarten (Students: 516; Location: 720 N Main; Grades: K‐K)
Republic Elem. I (Students: 620; Location: 235 E Anderson St; Grades: 01‐02)
Republic Elem. II (Students: 595; Location: 234 E Anderson St; Grades: 03‐04)
Republic Elem. III (Students: 565; Location: 201 E Hwy 174; Grades: 05‐06)
Republic Middle (Students: 558; Location: 518 N Hampton; Grades: 07‐08)
Public high school in Republic:
Republic High (Students: 958; Location: 1 Tiger Dr; Grades: 09‐12)
Refer to Appendix “F” for the location of existing schools.
PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
The city currently has over 100 acres in recreational parks for citizens and over 2.4 miles of paved trails.
In 2003, the Community Center was officially opened to the public. The facility provides year‐round
recreational opportunities to residents and interests, including seasonal athletic leagues in several
recreational sports. Republic Parks and Recreation sponsors basketball, volleyball, softball leagues and
many other activities for all ages. The Republic Outdoor Aquatic Center is a popular recreational
attraction in the region and home to the area’s first surfing simulator, “The Huna.”
The Parks & Recreation department has a Parks & Recreation Director to oversee the day to day
activities. The Director works directly with the City Administrator, the Mayor, and City Council.

Chapter: Community Profile

http://www.republicmo.com/
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INVENTORY
EXISTING PARKS & FACILITIES
Refer to Appendix “D” for Existing Parks.
Refer to Appendix “K” for the Recommended Park Amenities.
J.R. Martin Park (24 acres)
J.R. Martin Park is located to the north of highway 60 and adjacent to the high school off of Hampton
Street and East Hines Street. It is most recognized for the scenic beauty of large, mature oak trees
planted by J.R. Martin in the early 1950's.

Issues & Concerns
A. Through traffic inhibits pedestrian friendly
atmosphere and divides park
B. No programmed space for Cox barn; is in disrepair
C. Lacks sports fields
D. Existing swimming pool & pool house, restrooms,
and pavilions are not utilized; may be a safety
concern

Chapter: Inventory

Amenities
2 Small Pavilions
4 Tennis Courts
9 Horseshoe Pits
¾ mile Walking Trail
Playground Equipment
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Garoutte Field (10 acres)
Garoutte Field is a small specialty park located at the corner of East Hines Street and Hampton Street.
Currently, the Senior Center and existing baseball field allow for some diversity of features. The site and
the storage buildings are utilized by the Kiwanis club several times per year. This park is a popular
gathering area for skateboarders from the nearby schools.

Issues & Concerns
A. Under‐utilized lighting
for practice field is
unnecessary
B. Lack of connectivity
C. Shortage of parking for
events
D. Poor field quality; over‐
used by school, parks,
and Kiwanis

Chapter: Inventory

Amenities
Republic Senior Center
Kiwanis Fairgrounds
2 Soccer Fields
1 Baseball/Softball Field
1 Large Pavilion
Restrooms
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Miller Park (58 acres)
Miller Park is located south of Highway 60 off of Miller Road between Conroy Avenue and Park Lane.
This park houses a variety of amenities and is utilized for the majority of the outdoor team sports
programs.

Chapter: Inventory

Issues & Concerns
A. Storm water drains across existing and potential sports fields
B. Lack of adequate parking
C. Fields are over‐used and fatigued
D. Lack of connectivity to other neighborhoods, parks, and trails
E. Sports programs are very concentrated
F. Playground is obscured from view
G. Arena is in disrepair

Amenities
6 Baseball/Softball Fields
Concessions
Restrooms
Aquatic Center
Republic Saddle Club
Walking Trails
Playgrounds
Lucky 13 Disc Golf Course
Activities Building
Community Center
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McKee Park (2 acres)
McKee Park is located just north of Highway 60 off of West O’Neal Road and South Lipscomb Drive. This
small park currently acts as an activity playground for the immediate neighborhood.

Amenities
Playground Equipment
Picnic tables

Chapter: Inventory

Issues & Concerns
A. Lack of paved flat area for games
B. Lack of continuous path around park amenities
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New City Park (40 acres)
The New City Park is located north of highway 60 at the corner of Farm Road 156 and Farm Road 97.
This property was recently purchased to serve the Brookline area which was part of the 2005
consolidation into the city of Republic.

Amenities
None at this time

Chapter: Inventory

Issues & Concerns
A. Undeveloped site
B. No access or parking to property
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Republic Community Center
Constructed in 2002, the Republic Community Center is located within Miller Park. The facility has
multiple amenities that are utilized by the community including a two‐court gymnasium, walking track,
fitness center and community rooms. Currently, there is shortage of court space available for
programmed activities such as basketball and volleyball leagues as well as a shortage of open court play
time. This will become more acute as the community of Republic continues to grow. Geographically, as
Republic expands to its planned boundaries, the Community Center will no longer be centrally located.
The location of the Community Center currently requires the majority of its users to drive to its location.
This can place additional strain and congestion on local streets.

Issues & Concerns
1. Surrounding neighborhoods lack
pedestrian connectivity to Miller
park
2. Lack of gymnasium and court times
based on program demands
3. Shortage of Community Rooms
based on program demands
4. This is the only community center
facility in Republic
5. General Maintenance and
renovation over 20 year cycle
6. Lack of adequate parking
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Amenities
Parks & Recreation Dept. Administrative Offices
Community Rooms
Indoor Walking/Running Track (12 ‐ 13 laps/mile)
Two Wooden Floor Gymnasiums
Locker/Changing Rooms with Showers
Cox Fitness Center ‐ Republic
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Senior Center
The Senior Friendship Center is located on East Hines Street adjacent to Garoutte Field. The facility
underwent renovations and additions in 2002. It currently meets the needs of the senior citizens
through a variety of spaces for both senior and community activities.

Issues & Concerns
1. General maintenance and renovation including HVAC, energy efficiency and finishes during a typical
20 year cycle
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Amenities
Bingo Hall / Cafeteria
Arts & Crafts Room; Quilt Room
Card Room
Game Room (Pool Tables)
Exercise Room
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Aquatic Center
Constructed in 2004, the Republic Aquatic Center currently serves the city of Republic as well as
surrounding communities due to its unique play features such as the surfing simulator, zero depth entry,
and slides. It is located directly adjacent to the Community Center on Miller
Street. The outdoor aquatic center is a multi‐functional and family‐oriented
Amenities
facility.
Shade structures
Zero‐depth entry
Lap pool
Spray features
Kiddie pool
Surf machine
Diving boards
Slides

Issues & Concerns
1. Popularity of the park has led to overcrowding

Activities Building

Issues & Concerns
1. General maintenance and renovation
including adding HVAC, energy efficiency
and finishes during a typical 20 year
cycle
2. Under‐utilized storage area
3. Bleachers are manual, cumbersome,
and too large for the space
4. Lacks additional practice
space

Amenities
Community Rooms
1 Wooden Floor Gymnasium
"Tony the Tiger" Birthday Party Packages
Site of Summer Recreation Day Camp

Chapter: Inventory

The Activities Building is located in Miller Park adjacent to the Community Center. This facility provides
a third basketball court for the Parks
Departments’ programs as well as rental
space for events.
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EXISTING PROGRAMS

Athletics leagues administered by Republic Parks Department are extremely successful with programs
running all year including youth programs for baseball, softball, soccer, basketball, volleyball, and flag
football. Adult leagues include basketball, volleyball, and softball.
Baseball/Softball: Youth baseball and softball have 165 teams and 2,145 players. Adult leagues have 28
teams and approximately 280 players. All six baseball/softball fields are utilized to their maximum
capacity. During the week, the games are scheduled Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday with three
to four games per night. The first game is at 5:30 and the last game is at 9:30pm. Most of the scheduled
games are youth league play with the Adult league limited to Thursday on two fields. Saturdays and
Sundays are used for tournaments or makeup games. The limited number of fields is the major limiting
factor in program expansion.
Soccer/Football: Youth soccer is played both in the spring and fall with 41 teams and 492 participants in
the Spring and 27 teams and 324 participants in the fall. Soccer is played primarily at the two fields
located at Garoutte Field. Youth flag football is limited to first and second grade and has 15 teams and
135 participants.
Basketball: There are both youth and adult basketball leagues. Youth basketball is for both boys and
girls from Pee‐Wees and kindergarten up to 6th grade. Girls’ basketball has 65 teams with 528
participants and boys’ basketball has 122 teams and approximately 976 participants. Adult league has
18 teams and approximately 126 participants.
Volleyball: Girls’ youth volleyball has 57 teams and approximately 456 participants. Adult volleyball has
20 teams and approximately 160 participants. Volleyball leagues compete for court time with
basketball.

SURROUNDING REGIONAL PARKS & FACILITIES

It is necessary in the master plan to consider not only the existing park services and amenities within the
city of Republic but to consider other available parks and facilities within the region. In this Plan, Greene
County has been identified as the regional area most likely to affect Republic park services and facilities
because Republic is part of the Springfield‐Greene County parks system.

See Appendix “B” for a map of Regional Park Services.

Chapter: Inventory

If Republic can develop a park system within their boundaries as well as connect to regional parks and
trails, such as Wilson’s Creek Battlefield, then this will create access to more recreational opportunities for
Republic citizens.
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POTENTIAL NATURAL & PRESERVATION AREAS
Flood plains, Wetlands, and Karst Features
Multiple locations throughout Republic fall within the 100‐year and 500‐year flood plain. This land
represents potential parkland acquisition for what may normally be considered unproductive land to
commercial interests. Refer to the Partnerships section of this Master Plan for additional discussion.
Because development is not permitted to occur within a flood plain, and certain setbacks apply to
development near these areas, opportunities for flood plains to be utilized as natural preservation areas
are available. In addition, the typical linear feature of a flood plain easily lends itself to trailways.
Local wetlands and karst features provide destination points along possible trailways. Because these
lands cannot be developed, yet contain main native species of plant and wildlife, these areas can serve
as conservation areas for the public use.
See Appendix “I” for a map of Geographic Features in the area.
Wilson’s Creek Battlefield
The Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield Park is the site of an 1861 Civil War battle. Although not part of
the Republic parks and Recreation, Wilson’s Creek Battlefield Park is less than three miles from
downtown Republic. It is located at the southwest corner of W Farm Road 182 and State Hwy ZZ. The
park includes a museum, nearly five miles of paved trail roads, five walking trails, and seven miles of
horseback riding trails. Refer to the Circulation & Pedestrian Connectivity section of this Mater Plan for
additional information regarding the pedestrian link between Republic and the battlefield.
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See Appendix “H” for a map of Pedestrian Circulation.
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Shuyler Creek Trail
The Shuyler Creek Trail is a paved Greenways trail for biking and walking. The trail begins at the
Republic Wal‐Mart Supercenter and extends to the southeast approximately .85 miles. The trail makes
use of the flood plains throughout this developed area and provides resting benches and picnic tables
along its path.

Chapter: Inventory

See Appendix “H” for a map of Pedestrian Circulation.
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STANDARDS & TRENDS
PARK SERVICE DEFINITIONS
Pocket Parks

Type of Park

Land Size

Purpose/Characteristics

Typical Amenities

Service Scale

Pocket Park

Generally 2
or less
acres

The park should act as a
gathering space for people
living in the immediate
vicinity. Pocket parks create
outdoor recreational
opportunities in an area
where a community or
neighborhood park is not
feasible



.25 acres/ 1000
people
Typically the park
service’s a ½ mile
radius in a
developed
residential area.
Typically the park
would be located
within walking and
biking distance of
users







Playground – would include play
equipment and can serve as focal
point for the park
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for
picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and
landscaped trails offer
walking/jogging opportunities as
well as connectivity
Paved Multi‐Purpose Area – Multi‐
use for tennis and basketball
Parking – On street parking

Chapter: Standards & Trends

Pocket parks are small spaces of land that serve community members within an immediate vicinity.
Pocket parks generally average 2 acres or less in size. They are available where opportunities for
neighborhood parks are unavailable, but offer some of the same characteristics as neighborhood parks;
however, they offer limited amenities due to their small size.
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Neighborhood Parks

Type of Park

Land Size

Purpose/Characteristics

Typical Amenities

Service Scale

Neighborhood
Park

Should be
5‐20 acres

The park should act as a
gathering space for people of
all ages. It should provide a
balance between athletic
fields and community activity
areas. The land should be
relatively flat and have plenty
of landscaping and walking
surfaces that can withstand
frequent foot traffic.



2.5 acres/ 1000
people
Typically the
park service’s a
½ mile radius in
a developed
residential area.
Typically the
park would be
located near an
elementary or
junior high
school








Playground – would include play
equipment and can serve as focal
point for the park
Practice Fields – these fields would
typically be used for practice. One
field should feature a backstop
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for
picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and
landscaped trails offer
walking/jogging opportunities as well
as connectivity
Parking – On street parking
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Neighborhood parks are smaller in scale than a community park but provide similar amenities within
walking distance of residential areas. Neighborhood parks should be within a ½‐mile radius of
developed residential areas and be designed to accommodate high levels of use. The park should act as
a common gathering space for neighbors of all ages, and similar to a community park, provide a balance
between athletic fields and community activity areas. Location is a very important asset to a
neighborhood park not only in its proximity to residential areas but also to elementary or junior high
schools, greenway trails or open land. Ideally a neighborhood park should be bordered by a public
street on at least two sides. This allows more parking, ease of public access and a good line of sight. A
neighborhood park should be approximately 5 to 20 acres. The land should be relatively flat and have
plenty of landscaping and walking surfaces that can withstand frequent foot traffic.
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Community Parks

Type of Park

Land Size

Purpose/Characteristics

Typical Amenities

Service Scale

Community
Park

Should be
25‐100
acres

The park should act as a
gathering space for people of
all ages. It should provide a
balance between athletic
fields and community activity
areas. The land should be
relatively flat and have plenty
of landscaping and walking
surfaces that can withstand
frequent foot traffic.



2.5 acres/ 1000
people
Typically the
park service’s a
½ mile radius in
a developed
residential area.
Typically the
park would be
located near an
elementary or
junior high
school









Playground – would include play
equipment and can serve as focal point
for the park
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for
picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and landscaped
trails offer walking/jogging opportunities
as well as connectivity
Ball Fields – A formal place for games as
well as practices, should include
baseball, football and soccer fields
Paved Multi‐Purpose Area – Multi‐use
for tennis and basketball
Community Area – A pavilion or open
park space allow for gatherings and
other social events
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Community parks are larger parks designed to balance community needs with programmed recreational
activities. Community parks should be large enough to provide certain functions to the entire city while
providing opportunities for activities and facilities for the surrounding community. Special athletic fields
and sports features should be preserved but maintain a balance with community activity areas. The
location of community parks should be equally distributed to allow all citizens access at least one to two
miles from their home. Community Parks may also take the place of a neighborhood park for residential
areas within a half mile. Each community park should be available to the entire community. The parks
should easily accessible by all residents, ideally by car, foot or by bicycle. Typically, community parks are
25‐ 100 acres in size, and preferably the site would be flat to accommodate ball fields and activity areas.
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Sports complex

Type of Park

Land Size

Purpose/Characteristics

Typical Amenities

Service Scale

Sports Complex

No average

The park provides
opportunities for
programmed and self directed
sports. The park may be
single purpose or contain a
variety of activities. The land
should be relatively flat to
accommodate the different
ball fields that need a level
playing surface.



There is no specific
service scale but
should be similar
to level
community park
service. Typically
the park would be
located away from
residential areas to
avoid problems
such as sound,
light and traffic.








Ball Fields – Formal athletic fields
including baseball, softball, tennis
and soccer
Practice Fields – these fields would
typically be used for practice. One
field should feature a backstop
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for
picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and
landscaped trails offer
walking/jogging opportunities as
well as connectivity
Parking – Off street parking
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The sports complex is an exclusive, more specialized programmed community park. Often this will be
soccer, baseball, tennis, softball or other types of organized league sports. The parks may be single
purpose or contain a variety of activities. The complex should be relatively flat to accommodate the
different ball fields that need a level playing surface. Also, the complex should be located away from
residential areas to avoid problems such as sound, light and traffic.
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Specialty Parks
Specialty parks consist of active programs that become destination‐oriented. The park typically serves a
more specific community need than the broad scope of characteristics of a neighborhood or community
park. Some examples of specialty parks include arenas, dog parks, aquatic parks, xeriscaping parks and
bike trails. There are typically no size standards for a specialty park as they are generally tailored to the
specialized function. However, the park can help meet the standards of a neighborhood or community
park if the site helps contribute to the park characteristics.
Type of Park

Land Size

Purpose/Characteristics

Typical Amenities

Service Scale

Specialty Park

No average

The park should act as a
gathering space for people of
all ages and usually consist of
active programs that become
destination‐oriented. The
park typically serves a specific
or very focused community
need.

No specific amenities, the park
service’s a specific community
need. Typical park amenities
are but not limited to: arenas,
dog parks, aquatic parks,
xeriscaping parks and bike
trails.

Typically the park service’s a
variety of needs which
changes the scale of service.
However, if the park meets
standards of a community or
neighborhood park than
service scale should adjust
accordingly.

SMART GROWTH
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smart_growth
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/whatissg.html

Smart growth is an urban planning and transportation theory that values long‐range, regional
considerations of sustainability over a short‐term focus. Smart growth advocates compact, transit‐
oriented, walkable, bicycle‐friendly land use including neighborhood schools, complete streets, and
mixed‐use development with a range of housing choices.
Pedestrian‐ and bicycle‐friendly improvements include bike lanes on main streets, an urban bike‐trail
system, bike parking, and pedestrian crossings. Additional critical elements of smart growth involve the
inclusion of connected parks and recreation areas, preserving open space and critical habitat, reusing
land, and protecting water supplies and air quality. Smart Growth also relies on the idea of setting aside
large areas where development is prohibited and nature is able to run its course, providing fresh air and
clean water.

http://cedb.asce.org/cgi/WWWdisplay.cgi?0100910
A crucial ingredient for achieving urban sustainability is reducing society’s dependence on the
automobile. Residents of suburban developments are often dependent on their cars for trips to
destinations within the neighborhood because of circuitous street layouts, lack of sidewalks, and long
travel distances. The term “pedestrian connectivity” is introduced as a measure of both the directness of
route and the route distance for the pedestrian for each home‐destination trip. Improvements include
the addition of sidewalks and access pathways to isolated cul‐de‐sacs to make for shorter and more
direct routes. Reduced energy consumption, and therefore greater sustainability, may be achieved by
having suburban neighborhoods retrofitted in such a way as to allow people to walk for some of their
needs.
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PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY
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TRENDS IN FACILITIES & ACTIVITIES
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climbing_wall
Republic has taken great steps towards serving their community by being part of the recent trend of
providing community centers that incorporate ball courts, community rooms, and fitness centers since
the passage of House Bill 88. Additional amenities, which were not affordable initially but can be
planned into future additions would be:
• Climbing and bouldering walls
• Indoor aquatic centers
• Multi‐activity (MAC) courts
Indoor Climbing
Indoor climbing is becoming an increasingly popular sport and provides many people with the
opportunity to try some aspects of the sport of rock climbing. It is performed on artificial structures that
attempt to mimic the experience of outdoor rock climbing but in a more controlled and safe
environment. Also, bouldering focuses on free‐form climbing at a lower elevation rather than roped
climbing.
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Indoor climbing provides and alternative to
outdoor climbing during times of inclement
weather. Besides offering an alternative during
inclement weather, many working adults find
that they can get to the gym after work and
still climb even though it is too dark outside.
The proliferation of indoor climbing gyms has
increased the accessibility, and thus the
popularity, of the sport of climbing. Since
environmental conditions (ranging from the
structural integrity of the climbing surfaces, to
equipment wear, to proper use of equipment)
can be more controlled in such a setting,
indoor climbing is perhaps a safer and
friendlier introduction to the sport.
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Indoor Aquatics Centers
Indoor aquatics centers are becoming increasing
popular because of their ability to provide water play
features year round. Many modern‐day facilities
include such features as a zero‐depth entry, spray
features, tumble buckets, floatables, vortexes,
current channel, drop slides, family slides, climbing
walls, and many other amenities. The variety of play
features contribute to a level of excitement and
prevent boredom. This type of indoor aquatics
arrangement also allows a variety of age groups to
play within the same body of water.
Important aspects of the indoor aquatic centers are
the support spaces and amenities. Many of the
facilities theme the pool areas and include party rooms,
concessions, and family locker and changing rooms.
Another common trend relating to indoor aquatics is
becoming increasingly apparent as the baby boomer
generation moves into retirement. This trend is the therapy
pool. In markets that are able to support this aquatic
feature, there is generally a partnership established with a
local or regional hospital to assist in its programming.
MAC Courts
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Another facility amenity that has become a growing trend is the Multi‐Activity (MAC) Court. A MAC court
is typically a series of three basketball or volleyball courts grouped together to create a larger playing
surface which can be programmed for a variety of sports such as roller hockey, floor hockey, team
handball, dodgeball, indoor soccer and indoor tennis. The court surface is generally made up of a synthetic
material that is more durable than a traditional wood floor yet still can be utilized for traditional sports
such as basketball. The court is often installed with dasher boards similar to ice hockey.
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Youth Fitness
Due to the epidemic of childhood obesity in
America, there is growing focus on youth fitness
programs that not only encourage children to
take an active role in their physical health, but
they have fun while doing it. Some of these
programs include specific games or equipment
that are interactive such as Dance Dance
Revolution, Video bikes as well as strength
training equipment specifically designed for kids.

Disc Golf
Disc Golf is one of the fastest growing outdoor
recreational activities in the country. Disc Golf is
a sport for all to enjoy as it can be played by
children and seniors alike making it a terrific
lifetime sport.

Disc Golf can easily be incorporated into any
outdoor park setting and is often added along
an existing designated walking path with
minimal cost or exclusive allocation of space.
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Similar to golf, the object of Disc Golf is to
complete each hole in as few throws as
possible. Instead of using golf clubs and a golf
ball, disc golfers use a flying disc to traverse
each hole by flying their disc from a teeing area
to a disc‐catching target. For the advanced
player, there are different types of discs used
for different purposes, much like traditional
golfers use different clubs for various shots.
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Skate Park
Skate parks have been growing in popularity for some time.
However, the type of skate park varies by region and local
trends. Skate parks may provide sub‐surface concrete
courses or they may consist of a flat asphalt lot with
independent lightweight structures scattered throughout to
make up the course.
A contemporary theme among skate parks is the mimicry of
urban settings. These styles often include curbs, benches,
multiple tiers and steps. These shapes are generally more
angular, or “street‐like,” rather than the previously popular
“bowl riding” often found in the shape of in‐ground
swimming pools. A typical skate park will provide a variety
of attractions that cater to a high diversity of experience
levels.

Dog Park
Nationwide, many municipalities have passed leash laws due
to the concern and liability of unleashed dogs in open
parks. Many dog owners have now found a need for an
area where both dogs and owners can socialize in a leash‐
free environment.
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Dog parks are large, fenced areas with available drinking
water, mulched walking tracks, and open field for games
and play. Rules are generally self‐governed and include
individual cleanup and supervision of one’s own dog.
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PARKS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
PARK LAND SERVICES
The scope of this master plan is to outline requirements for existing park land and connectivity between
those parks based on national and state recommendations and standards. The master plan shall include
a vision for each park as well as a vision for park services as they relate to the city of Republic. The
boundaries of the master plan are based on the future urban service district and urban reserve outlined
by the City of Republic and an estimated population of 30,000 to 40,000 residents.
Due to a shortage of community parks and neighborhood parks within the city limits of Republic, the
primary focus of the Parks & Recreation department will be to acquire and develop land for community
parks. The focus of land acquisition should be to create equal distribution of park services and programs
throughout the park district. The redistribution of programs will lead to equal opportunities for all
members of the community to participate and benefit from nearby parks and recreation. A secondary
focus will be identification of and land acquisition for pocket parks, neighborhood parks and trails.
Calculations based on square mile of city area:
Within the limits of the Urban Service Boundary area, eleven community parks would be required based
on each park serving residents within a two‐mile radius. Also, forty neighborhood parks would be
required based on each park serving residents within a ½‐mile radius.
40 square miles [USB area] / 4 square miles per community park = 10 parks
40 square miles [USB area] / 1 square mile per neighborhood park = 40 parks
Calculations based on population:
For a 20‐year maximum population of 40,000 residents, the community park and neighborhood park
standards would indicate that 100 acres of community parks and 100 acres of neighborhood parks
would be required.
40,000 residents X (2.5 acres / 1,000 residents) = 100 acres

Currently, there is only one community park within the city of Republic, therefore, the immediate focus
should be to address the deficiency in community parks. This Master Plan proposes to view Republic as
four quadrants with Highway 60 dividing north from south and the approximate location of Farm Road
89 (Lynn Avenue) dividing east from west, and to provide a community park for each quadrant. The
purpose of providing four parks is to more uniformly distribute programs throughout the city. The
southwest quadrant can be served by Miller Park as it currently has both the area and amenities
required. The combination of Martin Park and Garoutte Field could be considered a community park for
the northwest quadrant. The newly purchased New City Park should serve for the northeast quadrant
and Brookline area. In the immediate time frame, the southeast quadrant will remain underserved with
no community park.
The long‐range plan for community parks would be to meet state and national standards based on a
combination of population density and the direction of growth. Realistically, with a total population of

Chapter: Parks Comprehensive Plan

The comparison of the two indicates that Republic is developing less densely than would be expected in
National Standards. Therefore, the more reasonable standard to apply would be somewhere between
the two calculation methods.
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40,000 residents and development growth out to the Urban Service Boundary, it should be expected
that between approximately six community parks will adequately serve the city of Republic.
In order to meet the standards for neighborhood parks, pocket parks, and trails, the Parks Department
needs to be opportunistic in acquiring land for these services. Through the Planning Department, the
city of Republic could either require land dedication as part of new subdivisions or land impact fees as
part of lot development to promote and develop neighborhood or pocket parks. The Parks Department
may find it advantageous to partner with the school district to share park services. Areas designated
unsuitable for development can also be dedicated to the Parks Department to create linkage throughout
the park system and the city itself.
Refer to Appendix “C” for the Panoptic Plan.
Refer to Appendix “E” for Park Service Areas.
Refer to Appendix “J” for the Park Standards Matrix.
Refer to Appendix “K” for the Recommended Park Amenities.

CIRCULATION & CONNECTIVITY
Long term goals should be to connect existing neighborhoods to existing and new parks via sidewalks,
trails, and bike lanes. The immediate goals should include continuing to add sidewalks to existing
streets and neighborhoods and to require new development to incorporate sidewalks.
Main Street
Main Street acts as the visitor entrance to Republic from the north. The survey indicates that a
pedestrian mall is desired by residents. This would likely be most suitable for the revitalization of Main
Street. The revitalization process may be a partnership with Public Works to provide streetscaping and
plantings.
Refer to Appendix “A” for the complete Citizen Survey.

Sidewalks create natural connectivity and pedestrian circulation for the entire city. This circulation
promotes safe routes for schools and contributes to the vitality and value of neighborhoods. It should
be a continuing effort on the part of the City of Republic to provide public improvements to its street
right‐of‐ways to encourage pedestrian access to all of the park sites. This includes safe and adequate
sidewalks for walking and bike lanes. Also, sidewalks could be required in all new developments. The
Parks Department may partner with the city to create connectivity to the parks and facilities via bike
routes, sidewalks, and trails. Amenities that may enhance the trail could include lighting to increase
safety and evening use.
Intermediate goals for trails should include the connection of the Shuyler Creek Trail to Wilson’s Creek
National Battlefield (WCNB). This extension, once connected to the WCNB, will provide residents of
Republic access to a much greater system of trails including those at the Wilson’s Creek and Ozark
mountain greenways/Springfield Greene county trail system. The Greenways trail system is currently
attempting to connect with WCNB from the east.
Refer to Appendix “G” for Major Trafficways.
Refer to Appendix “H” for Pedestrian Circulation.
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Sidewalks & Trails
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INDIVIDUAL PARKS & FACILITIES
Miller Park (58) acres
THEME: DIVERSIFICATION / DECENTRALIZATION
Currently, Miller Park is acting as the only Community Park for Republic and is at risk of being over‐
developed based on the concentration of all programs at the park, including baseball and softball,
outdoor aquatics, playgrounds, basketball, disc golf and fitness. To compound this issue, many of the
programs run concurrently. Lack of parking is perceived to be the issue when in actuality, over‐
utilization and over‐programming is the cause. Were a Sports Complex to be developed away from
Miller Park, the intensive use of ballfields could be relocated to another location and allow the existing
ballfields to function for both practice and lower age level ballgames.

Recommendations (Short‐term to Long‐term):
1. Future additional parking will be needed at the time of the aquatics expansion.
2. Miller Park needs to take on the identity of a community park that serves more specifically the
southwest quadrant of Republic. As such, amenities that will be required to fully diversify this
park should include pavilions with restrooms and drinking fountains, and tennis courts.
3. The saddle club needs to be removed from the park and relocated to a separate park as this is a
specialty program that is not appropriate for an urban setting.
4. Approximately four youth soccer fields with concessions and irrigation should be added as part
of the Miller Park development. These programmed fields would not compete for parking as
soccer is played during a different season than baseball, softball, and the aquatics. Significant
site grading and storm drainage modification will be required to have soccer fields.
5. Develop a Sports Complex closer to major trafficways. The existing fields should be renovated
including fencing, backstops, and dugouts.
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Refer to Exhibit “E1” for the Miller Park Master Plan.
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J.R. Martin Park / Garoutte Field (34 acres)
THEME: SCHOOL / PARK CAMPUS
For the purposes of this master plan, these two parks are to be considered a single community park.
The vicinity of Garoutte Field to J.R. Martin Park creates an ideal opportunity to connect the two parks
with streetscaping at the sidewalk, thus the combined areas will constitute a community park. This will
provide the standards for recreation set forth by MPRA for a one‐mile radius.
In order to connect the two parks, a portion of street frontage or additional lands along East Hines
Street will need to be acquired by the Parks & Recreation Department. The connection can be
strengthened through streetscaping, plantings, and possibly lighting and banners. The sidewalk can be
widened to incorporate resting benches while still providing enough clearance to comfortably allow
skateboarders and pedestrians to pass by. This gesture will contribute to a more pedestrian‐friendly
area.

Recommendations (Short‐term to Long‐term):
1. The existing Cox barn has no functional purpose to the parks department although perceived as
historic and may be useful to another entity. The facility either should be sold for another
entity’s use or dismantled and possibly utilized for another purpose such an additional pavilion.
2. Garoutte Field requires general renovations including new fencing, backstops, dugouts, and
renovating the restrooms. The existing Kiwanis buildings could remain.
3. Structured parking should be added to Garoutte Field. This could occur adjacent to the existing
Senior Center parking.
4. There is an opportunity to place the skate park on the Garoutte side of the campus. This is a
logical location based on the quantity of skateboarders that frequent this area from the nearby
schools. The lights at the field could be re‐utilized for the skate park.
5. Improvements to J.R. Martin Park should include the removal of the existing drive through the
park and the relocation of parking to the perimeter. The minimizing of vehicular interference
will promote a more cohesive, pedestrian‐oriented environment. The existing pavilions should
be relocated near the parking area for convenience to users.
6. Additional improvements shall include the removal of the abandoned pool. The resulting
grading could form a natural amphitheatre. The existing pool house could be renovated to
become concessions and toilets for the amphitheatre.
Refer to Exhibit “E2” for the J.R. Martin Park Master Plan.
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Under a school‐park concept where two entities combine amenities, the community park can create a
campus atmosphere. Unity between Garoutte Field and J.R. Martin Park can be established by
extending some of the park amenities to both areas. By continuing the park benches, meandering wide
sidewalks and paths, and lighting, the campus atmosphere can be achieved.

31

New City Park (40 acres)
THEME: CONSERVATION / SPECIALTY
The New City Park is approximately forty‐four acres and is proposed to have both active and passive
areas consisting of open areas, trails and pavilions. This park is to combine elements of a neighborhood
park such as walking trails, pavilions and playground equipment as well as specialty amenities. This
would encourage more residents of Republic to visit this site. Specialty amenities would include a disc
golf course, a dog park, and relocation of the saddle club from Miller Park.
Refer to Exhibit “E3” for the New City Park Master Plan.
Future Sports Complex (100 acres)
THEME: SPORTS LEAGUES / TOURNAMENTS
It is recommended that a sports complex be constructed along the corridor of State Highway N/T north
of Main Street. This location will provide easy access for tournaments. The State Highway N corridor is
ideal because it is a natural gateway into the city from I‐44 with it close proximity to downtown and
transition into Main street. Also, the area along State Highway N is mostly undeveloped. It is
appropriate to locate the complex to the north because league play is typically a destination activity,
and it is not necessary to link it immediately to the existing parks and trails. Also, the lighting and traffic
generated by a sports complex are more accepted if they are located in non‐residential areas or if they
are constructed prior to residential development.
Refer to the Sports Complex definition for additional information.

Based on demand within the existing programs, it is recommended that the existing facility undergo an
expansion to include additional gymnasiums and community rooms. The new addition would have an
opportunity to diversify further the available programs within the community if a MAC court were
incorporated in lieu of traditional basketball courts. As the city of Republic grows and as the Parks and
Recreation Department compete with neighboring communities, this facility expansion would be a
positive differentiation from other facilities in the region. This differentiation would be a marketing
opportunity for the city of Republic.
Additional future amenities should include a focus on youth fitness and the installation of a climbing
feature. These expansions would coincide most successfully with a renovation to the existing facility.
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Community Center
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Aquatics
A second phase of the outdoor aquatics facility has already been planned and designed by Aquatic
Design Consultants and should be considered as part of the Miller Park development. This addition
should be evaluated and prioritized by the Parks Department in conjunction with other Park and
Recreational needs.
Based on recreation trends, there is evidence that an indoor aquatics facility could become a demand.
This facility could be best utilized if it were constructed north of Highway 60 in order to provide more
diverse amenities to the population. The pursuit of an indoor aquatics facility for the city of Republic
must be carefully considered based on the number of surrounding communities that now provide this
type of facility. In addition, some evidence indicates that this is not a viable option until the population
reaches 25,000.
Senior center
The Senior Center was recently renovated and is adequately serving the community’s needs.

EXHIBITS
See the following attached Exhibits for additional information.
Miller Park
J. R. Martin / Garoutte
New City Park
Existing City Parks
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E1
E2
E3
E4

33

PROGRAMS
Athletics leagues administered by Republic Parks Department are extremely successful with programs
running all year including youth programs for baseball, softball, soccer, basketball, volleyball, and flag
football. Adult leagues include basketball, volleyball, and softball.
Baseball/Softball: The Parks Department has expressed a desire to allow more youth teams and to add
a men’s only softball league. Based on demand, a minimum of three ballfields should be added
immediately to better accommodate existing league and anticipated expansion.
Soccer/Football: Were more fields available, the Parks Department has expressed a desire to add older
youth flag football, adult flag football, and adult soccer.
Basketball: One additional basketball court could be immediately programmed with the understanding
that a second would be required for growth.
Volleyball: If more courts were available, an additional season of volleyball could be scheduled.
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The successes of the athletic leagues demand more fields and courts well in excess of what national and
state standards might suggest for just recreational use. For this reason, one of the long terms goals for
Republic Parks should be a Sports Complex with Baseball/Softball fields and Football/Soccer fields. This
would allow all leagues to expand to their success and grow as the population increases. It is suggested
that the adult and older youth teams utilize the sports complex and allow ballfields in the community
parks to be used for lower youth, play and practice. The sports complex would also be available for
specific tournaments.
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BUDGET OVERLAY
PROJECTS – CURRENTLY FUNDED
Currently Republic Parks Department is a completely self sufficient entity with all capital purchases, debt
service for land, debt service for buildings and programs being funded by local and county park sales
taxes and program fees.
The current sales taxes are:

1/4 cent local for parks
1/4 cent for local aquatics
3/8 cent Greene County

The recreation building debt will be retired in 2022.
The aquatics center debt will be retired in 2024
POSSIBLE SOURCES OF ADDITIONAL FUNDING:
Short term funding sources are currently available through two options:
1. Grant opportunities could be pursued for specific projects such as trails, conservation
department. The Parks Department has been successful in utilizing this type of funding in the
past.
2. In addition, each fiscal year, the Parks Department allocates funds for the capital outlay
projects. These funds are utilized for smaller capital projects, maintenance, and renovation
projects.
The most significant long term funding source for future capital projects and programs would be sales
tax growth. Additional local sales taxes could be voted on, but Republic’s current sales tax falls within
the median range for the area and may not be an attractive option for residents.
Possible sources for additional parks funds for land acquisition could be a park impact fee administered
by the Planning Department for individual lots. This would allow park land to increase at the same rate
population increases. As Republic reaches its Urban Service Boundaries through development, park land
needs to be acquired at the same rate as the development occurs. Effectively, once development has
grown to its limits, park impact fees would cease. By implementing a park impact fee, the Parks
Department would be able to segregate land acquisition funds from Capital projects and programs.
PARTNERSHIPS

Part of the development of a comprehensive parks system would be to develop partnerships with
various entities. Within the city departments ensuring that the pedestrian and the bicycle is adequately
considered on all new commercial and residential development by providing sidewalks, street crossings
and vehicular traffic calming measures. Public works can continue to add sidewalks to existing streets
that currently do not have them.
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Public works / Planning & Zoning
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Another solution that would involve partnering with the Planning Department could be to identify non‐
conforming properties that cannot be developed due to zoning regulations. These properties could be
converted into smaller neighborhood or pocket parks.
Schools
A significant partner within the community is the school district. The Parks Department should pursue
and formalize an arrangement between the Parks Department and the School District to develop future
new Park/School Campuses similar to the proposed J.R. Martin park master plan. This allows for
leveraging the same taxpayer dollars to develop safe routes to schools and recreation opportunities
while developing neighborhood schools and parks.
Individual Residents
Another partnership could be pursued with individual property owners who may have properties within
flood plains or specific natural preservation areas. Identifying and acquiring both flood plains and
natural preservation areas, the trail system could be strengthened throughout the area existing nature
preserves could be protected.
Philanthropy
The Parks department could also identify possible philanthropists for additional funding sources. These
sources could either be an individual or an entity such as “Friends of the Park Organization”. These
entities generally assist the Parks Department in identifying and procuring privately donated funds for
specific projects.
Service Organizations
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Kiwanis
Lion’s Club
Chamber of Commerce
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Appendix J:
Park Standards Matrix
Type of Park

Definition
Larger parks designed to
balance community needs
with both active and passive
recreational opportunities.

Land Size
Should be 25-100
acres

Community Park

Purpose/Characteristics
The park should act as a gathering
space for people of all ages. It
should provide a balance between
athletic fields and community
activity areas. The land should be
relatively flat and have plenty of
landscaping and walking surfaces
that can withstand frequent foot
traffic.

Typical Amenities








Neighborhood Park

Pocket Park

A small scale park that
provides several amenities
within walking or biking
distance of residential areas.

A small scale park that
service’s community
members within an
immediate vicinity.

Should be 5-20
acres

Generally 2 or less
acres

The park should act as a gathering
space for people of all ages. It
should provide a balance between
athletic fields and community
activity areas. The land should be
relatively flat and have plenty of
landscaping and walking surfaces
that can withstand frequent foot
traffic.
The park should act as a gathering
space for people living in the
immediate vicinity. Pocket parks
create outdoor recreational
opportunities in an area where a
community or neighborhood park is
not feasible.












Specialty Park

Sports Complex

A park that serves a single or
a very focused community
need.

No average

The park should act as a gathering
space for people of all ages and
usually consist of active programs
that become destination – oriented.
The park typically serves a specific or
very focused community need.

The sports complex is an
exclusive, more specialized
programmed park.

No average

The park provides opportunities for
programmed and self directed
sports. The park may be single
purpose or contain a variety of
activities. The land should be
relatively flat to accommodate the
different ball fields that need a level
playing surface.






Service Scale

2.5 acres/ 1,000 population

Typically the park service’s a
2 mile radius in a developed
residential area. Typically
the park would be located
near an elementary or junior
high school.

Playground – Would include play equipment and can
serve as focal point for the park
Practice Fields – These fields would typically be used
for practice; One field should feature a backstop
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and landscaped trails offer
walking/jogging opportunities as well as connectivity
Parking – On street parking

2.5 acres/1,000 population

Typically the park service’s a
½ mile radius in a developed
residential area. Typically
the park would be located
near an elementary or junior
high school.

Playground – Would include play equipment and can
serve as focal point for the park
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and landscaped trails offer
walking/jogging opportunities as well as connectivity
Paved Multi-Purpose Area – Multi-use for tennis and
basketball
Parking – On street parking

.25 acres/1,000 population

Typically the park service’s a
½ mile radius in a developed
residential area. Typically
the park would be located
within walking and biking
distance of users.

N/A

Typically the park service’s a
variety of needs which
changes the scale of service.
However, if the park meets
standards of a community or
neighborhood park than
service scale should adjust
accordingly.
There is no specific service
scale but should be similar to
level community park
service. Typically the park
would be located away from
residential areas to avoid
problems such as sound, light
and traffic.

There are no specific amenities, the park service’s a specific
community need. Typical park amenities are, but not limited
to: arenas, dog parks, aquatic parks, xeriscaping parks and bike
trails.



Acres per 1,000 Population

Playground – would include play equipment and can
serve as focal point for the park
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and landscaped trails offer
walking/jogging opportunities as well as connectivity
Ball Fields – A formal place for games as well as
practices, should include: baseball, football and soccer
fields
Paved Multi-Purpose Area – Multi-use for tennis and
basketball
Community Area – A pavilion or open park space allow
for gatherings and other social events

Ball Fields – Formal athletic fields including baseball,
softball, tennis and soccer
Practice Fields – These fields would typically be used
for practice, one field should feature a backstop
Picnic/Pavilion – A shaded area for picnics or rest area
Walking Trails – Paved and landscaped trails offer
walking/jogging opportunities as well as connectivity
Parking – Off street parking

N/A

Appendix K:
Recommended Park Amenities

Activity/Facility

Walking/Biking Trails
Aquatic Center
Picnic Tables
Picnic Pavilion
Playgrounds
Tennis Courts
Basketball Courts
Soccer Fields
Horseshoe Pits
Skateboard Parks
Dog Park
Amphitheater
Disc Golf

MPRA Standards for
Republic
(30,000 Pop.)
11.4
2.3
234.4
22.1
21.8
21.6
6.8
9.2
10.7
1 Park
N/A
N/A
N/A

Republic Parks
Current Inventory

Miller Park

J.R. Martin Park

Garoutte Field

Mckee Park

Shuyler Creek Trail

Deficiencies
(Excluding New City Park)

2.5
1
25
1.5
3
4
3
2
6
0
0
0
1

.75
1
0
0
1
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
1

.9
0
4-6
1.5
1
4
0
0
6
0
0
0
0

0
0
19-21
1
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

.85
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

8.9
1.3
209.4
20.6
18.8
17.6
3.8
7.2
3.3
1
N/A
N/A
N/A

Parks Needs Matrix
Activity/Facility

Existing
Amenities:
Miller Park

Miller Park
(Proposed
Amenities)

Existing
Amenities:
J. R. Martin
Park

J.R. Martin
Park
(Proposed
Amenities)

Existing
Amenities:
Garoutte
Field

Garoutte
Field
(Proposed
Amenities)

Existing
Amenities:
McKee Park

Mckee Park
(Proposed
Amenitites)

Existing
Amenities:
Shuyler
Creek Trail

Shulyer
Creek Trail
(Proposed
Amenities)

New City
Park (Future
Amenities)

Future
Neighborhood
Park
(Combined
Amenities)
2

Future
Pocket Park
(Combined
Amenities)

1

Future
Community
Park
(Combined
Amenities)
2

Walking/Biking
Trails
Aquatic Center
Picnic Tables
Picnic Pavilion
Playgrounds
Tennis Courts
Basketball
Courts
Soccer Fields
Horseshoe Pits
Skateboard
Parks
Dog Park
Amphitheater
Frisbee Golf

.75

0

.9

0

0

0

0

00

.85

2

1
0
0
1
0
3

0
0
0
0
4
0

0
4-6
1.5
1
4
0

0
40
1.5
0
0
0

0
19-21
1
0
0
0

0
30
1
0
0
0

0
0
0
1
0
0

0
0
1
0
0
0

0
2
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
30
5
1
4
2

0
40
5
5
9
3

0
60
5
5
0
2

0
40
2
7
0
0

0
0
0

3
0
0

0
6
0

0
0
0

2
0
0

0
0
1

0
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