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Back open for business:
Hines and Oakwood
Traffic flows again following
months-long improvement project

PENNY SALES TAX PLAN
HEADS TO BALLOT
Proposed one-cent sales tax would pay for several
public improvements projects

Voters in Republic will soon have a say-so on several key issues
impacting the future of our growing community. On December 11, the
City Council voted to send a proposed one-cent sales tax to the April
2, 2019 ballot.

Following months of construction, traffic is again
moving through the intersection of Hines St.
at Oakwood Ave. Traffic is now flowing in both
directions on Hines, and Oakwood southward;
Oakwood northward will remain closed into Phase
2. There will be intermittent closures on the road
for the contractor to finish some things up. These
closures will be restricted to 9:00 a.m. and 3:00
p.m. weekdays for the next couple of weeks.
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The Growing Forward Together initiative would fund multiple
improvements related to public safety, progress (infrastructure
projects), people (city employees), and paying off city debt. If it is
approved, the sales tax will go toward hiring ten additional firefighters,
nine additional police officers, and one additional animal control
officer. It would pay for a new City Hall complex, replacing the
current century-old facility which presents structural, environmental,
accessibility, and security inadequacies. The tax would also pay for
several street and highway improvements and would help pay down
the city’s debt. Additionally, it would improve the employee retirement
benefits package to help recruit and retain city staff members.
Combined with other municipal taxes, the Growing Forward
Together plan would increase the local sales tax to 9.35%, which
would be the highest in the area. However, City Administrator
David Cameron explains the increase wouldn’t put taxpayers at an
overall disadvantage to other communities. That’s because, unlike
other neighboring municipalities, Republic does not charge personal
property taxes. In 1986, city voters decided to opt out of paying
(continued on Page 2)
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Allocation of Potential Future One-Cent Sales Tax- First 10 Years
Police
$6,544,250

New City Hall
$6,378,000

22.11%

21.55%

(Sales Tax: continued from Page 1)

city general revenue property taxes in place of a 1/2-cent
transportation tax. Cameron points out that funding the Republic
Fire Department through general revenue, rather than a dedicated
fire district tax, leaves fewer general revenue dollars for other
city projects and services. Republic is one of only two cities in the
region to fund their fire department with general revenue rather
than a fire district tax, the other being the City of Springfield.
The personal property taxes and fire district taxes that are not
assessed to Republic residents would generate about an additional
$3 million each year. The proposed 1% sales tax is projected to
collect an additional $2.7 million each year from all persons
shopping in Republic, not just residents.
“There is never a good time, and it’s always difficult asking the
community for additional revenue to fund the services we provide,”
Cameron said. “Understandably, people want to know why. We,
as your government, have an obligation to explain the need.”

Fire
$6,763,961

22.85%
Retirement
$4,317,000

14.58%
Streets
$3,557,000

Debt Payment
$1,136,550

3.84%

Additional
Services*
$905,712

12.02%

3.06%

Total: $29,602,474
*Additional Services category includes recycling center, animal control, and citywide
cleanup

Two community open houses are planned to give citizens more
details about the initiative. The first is set for Tuesday, January
29 at 6:00 p.m. at the Republic Police Department conference
room. The second opportunity will be Tuesday, February 12
at 6:00 p.m. at Fire Station #1. City leaders will also be making
presentations on Tuesday, March 5 at noon at the Republic Area
Chamber of Commerce luncheon, and Saturday, March 30 at
the Republic Expo. Facebook Live events are also in the works.
Stay tuned to RepublicMo.gov, the City of Republic’s Facebook
page, and watch your mailbox in the coming weeks for more
information about the Growing Forward Together initiative.
Message paid for by City of Republic, David Cameron,
City Administrator, 213 N. Main Ave., Republic, Missouri, 65738.

COUNCIL CANDIDATES REGISTER FOR APRIL ELECTION
Seven signed up to run for five seats
In addition to deciding on the one-cent sales tax, Republic
voters on April 2 will also be choosing who they want to
represent them on the City Council. Five council seats are
currently up for re-election, including Ward I, currently
held by Brandon Self; Ward II, held by Meagen Duran, both
Ward III seats, held by John M. Jones and Matt Russell,
and Ward IV, which is represented by James Deichman.
Individuals have until January 15th to apply for the ballot. As
of December 28, candidates filing included Brandon Self to
retain his Ward I seat; Gerry Pool and Meagen Duran for the
Ward II seat; John Jones, Matt Russell, and Christopher Updike
for Ward III, and Jim Deichman for Ward IV.
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ABOVE: Current Republic City Council: Front row left to rightMatt Russell, Ward 3; Brandon Self, Ward 1; Meagen Duran,
Ward 2; Eric Franklin, Ward 1; Mayor Jeff Ussery. Back
row left to right- Garry Wilson, Ward 2; John Jones, Ward 3;
Charles Brashears, Ward 4 and Mayor Pro-tem; Jim Deichman, Ward 4.

UPGRADES TO IMPROVE CITY HALL SECURITY, ACCESS
Project will provide a more effective, efficient customer service experience

ABOVE: Tony Padron of Hambey Construction is part of the team making progress on
the renovation of City Hall.

If voters approve the one-cent sales tax that would help fund a new city hall building,
planning and construction could still be two or more years away. In the meantime, the
City is moving forward with a necessary renovation to the lobby of the current city hall
facility. The result will allow city staff to serve you more effectively and efficiently.
On Monday, December 10th, crews began work on the modifications which will
result in numerous customer service upgrades to the facility located at 213 N. Main
Ave. In particular, the changes will bring better accessibility, enhanced security and
safety measures for employees and patrons, and other improvements bringing the
service area into ADA compliance.
Work is expected to last up to 90 days. During that time, City Hall’s customer service
operations will temporarily locate next door to the Public Works facility, located at 221
North Main Avenue. There, you can make utility bill payments and conduct all usual
city business.
The renovation work and temporary relocation are expected to last through the
beginning of March.

Shop With A Hero event
serves record number of kids
Annual event pairs local children with police, fire, and
EMS for a Christmas shopping trip
It was a wonderful evening during the annual Shop With A
Hero at Republic Walmart on the evening of December 11.
A record 112 kids took part in this year’s event. On hand to
help the little ones shop were representatives from Republic
Police, Republic Fire, Greene County Sheriff’s Office,
Brookline Fire, West Republic Fire, Cox EMS, Battlefield
Police, Walmart, Republic Schools Resource Officers, Republic
Police Explorers, and Republic HS ROTC. We appreciate
the community’s assistance in helping make this a merry
Christmas for these kids!
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EVENTS
Munchkin Movie Day
Session:		
Friday, January 4, 10:30 a.m.
Location:		
Community Center
Cost: 		
Free
Senior Movie Day
Session:		
Thursday, January 31, 3:00 p.m.
Location:
Community Center
Cost: 		
Free admission, popcorn, coffee
Senior Wii Bowling
Session:		
January 2–February 6
Cost:		
$2.00 per session
		(six weeks)
Location:		
Community Center
Toddler Open Gym (Ages 0-5 years)
Session:		
Mondays (when Republic Schools are in session)
		9:30-11:30 a.m.
Cost:		
$3.00 per toddler
Location:
Activities Building
Home School Gym (Grades 1-12)
Session:		
Thursdays (when Republic Schools are in session)
		
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Cost:		
$3.00 per youth
Location:
Activities Building
Winter Adult Basketball
Registration:
January 7-18
Season Begins:
January 30
Cost:		
$275.00 per team
Location:
Activities Building
Youth Spring Co-ed Soccer
Age:		
3 – 12 year olds
Registration:
January 28 – February 22
Season Begins:
March 19
Game Days:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
Cost:		
$250.00 per resident team 				
		
$275.00 per non-resident team (Ages 5-12)
		
$150.00 per resident team
		
$175.00 per non-resident team (Ages 3 & 4)
Location:
Garoutte Field
Father/Daughter Valentine Dance
Event Date:
Friday, February 1
Time:		
6:30-9:00 p.m.
		
(doors open at 6:00 p.m.
		for pictures)
Registration:
December 26 – February 1
Cost: 		
$25.00 per couple and 				
		
$10.00 each additional daughter (if registered by
		
Jan. 27); $30.00 per couple 				
		
and $15.00 each additional daughter (if registering
		
Jan. 28-Feb. 1)
Location:		
Community Center

REPUBLIC PARKS & RECREATION - (417) 732-3500

213 NORTH MAIN
REPUBLIC, MO 65738-1472
PHONE: (417) 732-3100
WWW.REPUBLICMO.GOV
Facebook.com/CityofRepublicMo
City Hall Hours
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Upcoming Meetings
City Council. . .Jan 8 and 22
Planning & Zoning . . .Jan 14

City Clerk
Directs, supervises and manages City Clerk Department;
retains custody of, and maintains all official records; coordinates activities involving elected officials, department
directors and employees.
Water Meter Technician
Performs the meter reading operations as well as meter
installation and maintenance.
City Accountant
Assists the Finance Department in the accounting
functions of utility billing. Maintains city utility financial
statements and records.
Parks & Rec. Receptionist
Monitors the Republic Community Center and serves as
the main receptionist to the Republic Parks & Recreation
Department.
Police Officer
Performs general duties, processes, or operations as well
as specialized assignments for the protection of life and
property.
Firefighter
Performs firefighting, fire prevention, and rescue work;
maintains and cleans FD buildings, grounds, and equipment.

For more information and to apply online,
visit RepublicMo.gov
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